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Heinrich Himmler with Reinhard
Heydrich
Heinrich Himmler (seated, center), chief of the SS, with

Reinhard Heydrich (standing, left), chief of the Reich Main

Security Office (RSHA). Berlin, Germany, 1938.
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Between the Nazi seizure of power in 1933 and the beginning of World War II in 1939, SS chief

Heinrich Himmler built an unassailable position for the SS in the Nazi regime by taking control

of the German police forces.

By late 1934, Himmler and his deputy, SD chief Reinhard Heydrich, had centralized the

regional German political police departments within a single new agency in Berlin, the Secret

State Police (Geheime Staatspolizei; Gestapo). After Hitler appointed him Reichsführer SS and

Chief of German Police on June 17, 1936, Himmler centralized the various criminal police

detective forces (Kriminalpolizei-Kripo) in Germany into the Reich Criminal Police Office

(Reichskriminalpolizeiamt) and united the Gestapo and Criminal Police within the Security

Police Main Office (Hauptamt Sicherheitspolizei).

Himmler also centralized the German

uniformed police forces, known as the

Order Police (Ordnungspolizei), within the

Order Police Main Office (Hauptamt

Ordnungspolizei) in Berlin under the

command of SS General Kurt Daluege. On

September 27, 1939, four weeks after Nazi

Germany invaded Poland to initiate World

War II, Himmler fused the Security Police

and the SD into the Reich Security Main

Office (Reichssicherheitshauptamt-RSHA),

the agency that would be tasked with

implementing the Holocaust in 1941-1942.

Himmler's intent was a complete fusion of

the SS and the German police. He aimed to

utilize the executive authority of the police

to implement ideological policies deemed

by the Nazi leadership to be essential for the survival and expansion of the German race.

These included smashing political opposition and expelling or eliminating “undesirable” racial

groups at home (such as Jews, Roma [Gypsies], and people with hereditary disabilities),

initiating a program of military expansion, and establishing permanent rule of a German

“master race” in eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. The security of this “thousand-year

Reich” would be guaranteed by the elimination of “enemy races,” such as the Jews—wherever

they lived—and the enslavement of other “inferior races” such as Poles, Russians, and other

Slavic peoples, after physically annihilating their intellectual, cultural, military, and political

elites.

To implement these policies, Himmler and his SS leaders, on the other hand, by tying it to the

SS, removed the police from the framework of the administration and judicial system of the

German state. Police operations ordered by Hitler through the SS-police chain of command

would no longer be constrained by judicial or administrative review. Hitler as Führer could

authorize all such actions, including individual and mass murder, on the basis of his “will” to

ensure the survival of the German race-nation. Such an authorization was not subject to the

laws of the state or international law.

Himmler never succeeded in completely amalgamating the SS with the police. Nevertheless,

virtually all leadership posts in the uniformed police and the police detective forces were held

by SS officers; by 1938, SS control over the police was unchallenged. Few German police

officers objected to the change in their status related to the state and the justice system.

Many police officials joined the SS willingly; the overwhelming majority of police officers

welcomed this broad expansion of their policing powers that association with the SS brought

them.

After centralizing the German police by mid-1936, the SS and police leaders streamlined the

regional organization of the SS and police in anticipation of the conquest of Europe. In 1936,

Heydrich and Daluege appointed regional representatives, called Inspectors of Security Police

and SD (Inspekteur der Sicherheitspolizei und des SD-IdS) and Inspectors of the Order Police

(Inspekteur der Ordnungspolizei-IdO). From 1939 until 1945, these representatives were

called Commanders of Security Police and SD (Befehlshaber der Sicherheitspolizei und des

SD; BdS) in occupied territory. The IdS/BdS and the IdO/BdO commanded all of the personnel

and units, respectively, of the Security Police and SD and Order Police in the region to which

they were assigned.

In 1937, Himmler established regional representatives of all SS and police agencies called

Higher SS and Police Leaders (Höhere SS- und Polizeiführer-HSSPF). The HSSPF represented

all interests of the SS and police, including those that went beyond police functions (such as

settlement planning, caring for ethnic Germans, and supervising the maintenance of the

Military SS—Waffen-SS). In case of emergency, the HSSPF commanded all SS and police

agencies in his region and answered only to Himmler. The deployment of personnel and

resources to carry out mass murder operations—whether by shooting as at Babi Yar near Kiev,

Ukraine, or in killing centers such as Chelmno or Treblinka—could only take place under the

authority of the HSSPF or his subregional representatives, the SS and Police Leaders (SS- und

Polizeiführer-SSPF).

Author(s): United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC

SEE ALSO

SERIES: THE SS

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR WORK
We would like to thank The Crown and Goodman Family and the Abe and Ida Cooper Foundation for supporting the ongoing work to create content and resources for the Holocaust Encyclopedia. View the

list of all donors.

Get the Latest News

Your e-mail address  Postal Code  

Today at the Museum

Plan Your Visit

Admission and Tickets

Calendar of Events

Support the Museum

Holocaust Encyclopedia

Information for Students

Resources for Professionals and Student Leaders

Resources for Educators

Resources for Academics and Research

Collections Search

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center

ABOUT THE MUSEUM  CONTACT THE MUSEUM  TERMS OF USE  PRIVACY  ACCESSIBILITY  LEGAL

SS AND POLICE

!
Twitter

"
Facebook

#
Cite

$
Print

TAGS
SS

police

Final Solution

%
ARTICLE

The SS

1
The SS

2
SS: Key Dates

3
SS and Police

4
SS and the Camp System

5
SS and Nazi Policy Waffen-SS»

& Research what pressures and motivations might have influenced members of the SS.

& In what ways did the SS coordinate the activities of German and foreign police agencies to

persecute perceived "enemies of the state"?

SUBSCRIBE

«

' Feedback

(  )  *SS AND POLICE

https://www.ushmm.org/
https://www.ushmm.org/information/visit-the-museum/today-at-the-museum
https://www.ushmm.org/information/visit-the-museum/plan-your-visit
https://www.ushmm.org/information/visit-the-museum/admission-tickets
https://www.ushmm.org/online/calendar/
https://www.ushmm.org/support
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust-encyclopedia
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/students
https://www.ushmm.org/professionals-and-student-leaders
https://www.ushmm.org/educators
https://www.ushmm.org/research
https://collections.ushmm.org/search/
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/the-holocaust-survivors-and-victims-resource-center
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fencyclopedia.ushmm.org%2Fcontent%2Fen%2Farticle%2Fss-and-police&lang=en&related=HolocaustMuseum&via=HolocaustMuseum
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fencyclopedia.ushmm.org%2Fcontent%2Fen%2Farticle%2Fss-and-police
https://www.ushmm.org/collections/ask-a-research-question/how-to-cite-museum-materials
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-police#
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/tags/en/tag/ss
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/tags/en/tag/police
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/tags/en/tag/final-solution
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss?series=20849
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-key-dates?series=20849
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-police?series=20849
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-the-camp-system?series=20849
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-nazi-policy?series=20849
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/waffen-ss?series=20849
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPMrYmuqQuI04ilh8hT-NMC_DKiRKsbVXkjidOw49P-mK4Cw/viewform
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-police#
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-police#
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss-and-police#

